
V
alerie tmd Rkhurd Little
have l,eco,11e the first pt."Ople 
in Britain to �o putch to 

CUrC' 1he bane of tii�r hves. ihe 
home ihcy bought l:til yMl'li :ago 
was dr'ippin

.
g with t011tfonsn1lon. 

Pailll n:1kixl oIT \\•indow 1i11ftl$ 
allllosl ir SOOll as 11 W(I applied. 
Upm1irs roonH Ima .illl tH'rnall:lr'.ii
chill. £ven rhe.ir mernJ eur1ain1111:gs 
wmcd green. 

'rhey boughI a.JeJn1.micll 1!r, but 
even thM Was dereiued by iht 
chronie damp al the family's 11ome 
irt 11nderS1ead, nol!r Croytl n. 
south London. It coll ted live lilres 
of water ill just two days, 

ow the litllcs· dernched l1ome 
has lx.>corile rhc fin.I 111 1ht: Onhed 
'Ki'ngdoni m be flllt..'<l whh ,1 Duu:h 
<lamJXOrltral s)'slen\ \. hich has 
won awards l11 iHnvct a11u l,e.dy,kecl 
home t-ournry. 
. The. �ysten'1 was dcvist tuore 

lh,Ui 20 yeM:S ago by DU1ehm11n 
Henk Schrijv<:r. who spcclali ed ln 
fireplai.i:i> :tnd ehittme •. He ru}-o 

iiCi.>d 1hat d1im11eyw;illswer1.• oftel1 
drfot th:in ihe re'! of :1 hc�use, f.!\'ll.n 
if 1hc ho,rw ,vas plagut>tl by damp. 
it1\.'I! 1()76 Mr cbr.ijver·s <lcviee 

trns b.K:n ins1nlled in wns of 
thOtn'tll1d. of ho1fle.:i i,, The 

etherlttnds, Belglum. rnnce, 
Portugal nnd 'pain. 

The chtijver Systecm Js de­
signed to draw (lamp air <)UI of a 
house through n , eries or certnnie 
mbes eut into outside wall. which 
net like mlni-chinmeys. Dey air is 
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Couple go Dutch to rid 
their hollle of dampness 

E��Ann Prentice discovers a damp�c • ntrol system from 
The Netherlands that promises to dry even the wettest home 

drawit into rhe tubes and over :a 
bclHMpc-d day element. ,vhere :t 
draught is created causl11g. a cold 
spot. Damp from inside the t1liluse 
is sucked inlo the sys1cm Where ,1 
condeJtsCS in the cold spor and is 
r.arrlod ours-id by the com;tnm
ntdlow.

Now Mt chr\jvct'S son • .t::rank; 
und Evert de Oraaf. n direct.or >Qf 
ihe Oufch eontpany. have tome to 
Britain 'to l()' to irwwm O\v.ne.r:. of 
tJ0-1�p homes in ilic.ir ,product. The 
little family be.came their fit:st. 
cmm.uners In t month, 

'"The wait in one bedroom w 
vey .\"Jt:I:' sa.Y' Mrs Linlc. �win­
dow, would nm wi1h \V:uer and 
.�ls fbnned in windowsills. 
, :·1 don't thin;k we·will re:tlly know
1f1t workSuntU lhe11utumn.. llu,t my 
hu,band and J were very im­
presst:d by the vay 1.he system '!.\/tls 
explah1ed and how they w-0rked 
when they installed ii. They toqk a 
d.-.y-and-a-hal f and were so k� on 

t;leaning up afterwards that Jn the 
tfid 1 h:id to puth them to gll.'" 

, the systelti, which carries a 
'lrtoney-back. g!.ltlfall!:ee. cost a 
t'lllinii'lg m tnl to instal! :- a.bo�t 

fw tbe avm�e l3ntish enu, 
lhe Sth:tijv.er tompilny sttyl, 

.. Tt foo1Ui 'lfery neat ll!id frletl'ds 
whtl hli\14 ttllli#i tlnce it \II.as 
ihsln.llcd did ,fol '� notlee. C am 
very irnpra�," �s Mr Llttle. 

Onmp Clllil.l!d 'by condenSi.Uion 
has hctoirte ,a ,prc,bl m irt m� 
modem h�rn� wh� th>uble gtai• 
ii1g, draught exclude!$ 4rid damp 
collrset cnn i>\'ilr.-ilffll.late tO®lS, 
'01wldTuffin. n cliartered buikl.irtgs 
utvt.,yor and ,�k�:,man for lh� 

Royal tnsutution of Chartered SUN 
veyors, sa� : ·"\Ve ust!d lo rely o 
na1t1ral draughtS, By Sticki� in :ii.It 
lhesc mOdern matcrlals witll im• 
pctrneable finishes we are destroy .. 
mg the nawral Nltlrnl(:'," 

Mr Tuffin hw 11ot seen the 
Sehrijver method, but $aid: "fc may 

be a trew pr-Oduct 'bilt the pri11dp.1e 
is nor new in tlits OO(lntr:;, and 
deVices thfir enhanced the 11att.tr.al 
drtu1gh1 wtte used tong befot.e 
drul'IJ' courses Wtlre lhoughi ,o(, 
They ,vorked. 

Other d;imp prooffog �-peciruis� 
who were 11100 un�te of the 
Schrijvcr dcvlte, wel'e 1e!;s ftntiet-
1.ng. Mike Btommy. ot 111<1 Brittsh 
W6od Prest:rVlng and Da.mtr Pt.Mf • 
Jng A.�iinion. said ha x:ould nut' 
see 1mw it would \\lol'K better tl\al'I 
existing damp «rt!!lt:ments, and 
Peter 't'rotnnnn. of the Building 
Resen.rch Establishment said: "l 
would think there Would be a 
da of $'lilt contamination. J .am 
hi y scepricllt" . • . • onethele$S, tl\e Schtijvet Sy

. 
·s• 

teem has won first M� fo a 
naticrnal Crutch (()tnpctltion . for 
new inventwnsand :s�ys (t t1cteiv.cd 
its patent in 19138 tmly�Jter tests bn 
hundreds o:f ho.uses in The 
Netherlands wore tCarrltd out lt 
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lnlb cetl!lml<i 
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stoho clement 

can be used Jn single brick .1rnd 
cnvity wan , in.win.red and nQn­
inrofated homes. the :SchrlJ�r 
com�ny says:, 

Profe.sSt>r T�o 01denknmli, ot 
the Department of Design ttnsl► 

• neetln . at Delft Uplvershy in The 
NetherlamJs, h.ts ,rwestignwd 1he. 
matho<l and :;ays;, "ll driflnitely 
works. At firs:c l was very �ceptical 
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