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alerie und Richard Linle
\ / have become the first people
in Brilain 10 go Dutch to
cure the bune of ther lives, The
home they bought six years ago
was dripping with candensation.
Paint flaked off windwy frismes
almost as svon as it was applied.
Upstairs rooms had an unnatora!
chill. Even their metal eirtain sings
wrnved green,

They bought a debumidifier, Wit
even that was defeated by the
chronie damp at the family’s home
in Sanderstead, near Croydon,
south London. 1t collected five firres
of veater in just two days.

Now the Littles' derached home
has become the first in the United
Kingdom 1o be fitted with a Dutch
damp-<control system which  has
won awards tn itswetand be-gyked
heme courntry.

The systear was deviseg amore
than 20 years ago by Duichimun
Henk Schrijver. who specialised in
fireplaces and chimneys. He no-
ticed that chimney walls were often
drier than the rest of a house, even
if the home was plagued by damp.
Since 1076 Mr Schrijvers device
has been insalled i tews of
thousands of homes in The
Netherlands,  Belgium,  France,
Portugal and Spain.

The Schrijver Systeerm is de-
signed to draw damp air out of a
house threugh a series of ceramic
tubes cut into outside walls which
act like minichimneys, Dry alr is

Couple go Dutch to rid
their home of dampness

Eve-Ann Prentice discovers a damp-control system from

The Netherlands that promises to dry even the wettest home

drawn nto the tubes and sver
bell-shaped clay element, where 4
draught is created causing a cold
spot. Damp {rom inside the house
is sueked into the sysiem where it
condenses in the cold spot and is
carrled aurside by the constant
ﬁ;!fﬁa\vs

Now Mt Schrijver’s sen. Frank,
ant Bwert de Graal, a director of
the Dutch ¢ompany, have come te
Brittin o try 10 interest ownees of
damp homtes in their product. The

Litde family hecame their first

ciistmmers last month,

“The wall in one bedroom was
very wet” says Mrs Litle, “Win-
dows would run with water and
pools formed in windowsills.

“{ dont think we will really know
i itworks until the autumn, butmy
husband and { were very im-
pressed by the way the system was
oxplained and how they worked
swhien they installed it They ook a
day-and-a-hall and were so keen on

cleaning up afterwards that i the
end T had to push them to go.™
The system. which carries a
money-back guarantes: costs a
ranning imetre to tnstall — about
mr the average British semi,
the Schirijver compiany says.

~Tt teoks very neat and friends

wha fsave called since it wag
installed did not evern riotice. § am
very impresgedd,” says Mrs Little,
anp caused by coandensation
has become a problem in many
modern homes where double glaz
ing. draught excluders and damp
courses cin overdnsulate rooms.
David Tuffin, a chartered buildings
surveyor and spokesman for the
Royat Institution of Chartered Sur-
veyors, suys: “We psed to rely on
natural dranghts, By sticking in all
these modern materials with im-
permeable finishes we are destroy-
g the natural balance,”
Mr Tuffin had not seen the
Schrijver sitethod, but said: “{¢ may

be a new preduct but the principle
is not new in this country and
devices that enhanced the natural
draughts were used long before
damp courses were thought ol
They worked.”

Other damp proofing specialists,
whe Were also unaware of the
Schrijver device, were less flatter-
ing. Mike Bromiey, of the British
Wood Preserving and Damp Proot-
ing Association, said he could net
see how it wauld work better than
existin% damp trearments, and
Peter Trottman, of the Building
Research Establishment, said: “1
would think there would be a
danger of salt eontamination, { am
highly sceprical

onetheless, the Schrijver Sys-
teern has won first prize in a
national Dutch tompetition . for
new inventions and says it received
its patent in 1988 only afer fests on
hundreds of houses in  The
Netherlands were sarried out. It
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ean be used in single brick and
cavity walls, insulated and nun-
insulated homes. the Schrijver
company says.

Professor Ingo Oldenkamp, of
the Department of Design Engi~
neering at Delft University in The
Netherlands, his mvéstigated the
method and says: "It definitely
works. At first | was very sceptical
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